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Updates on Libya Trademark Renewal Fee Adjustment

Based on publicly available information, Libyan yearly trademark renewal official fee for international
trademark owners has been established at USD 2,000 per year, according to Economy and Commerce
Ministerial Resolution No. 586 of 2024, which goes into effect on November 27, 2024 and was reaffirmed
in a meeting with Ministry officials on February 3, 2025. For the complete ten-year renewal period,
trademark owners can choose to pay this cost in a flat sum of USD 20,000 or annually. The first installment,
if paid in installments, is due during renewal, and the remaining installments are payable every year after
that.

The ten-year renewal term and fees are the same whether the application is submitted inside the final
year of the protection period or within the six-month grace period for late renewal after the protection period
has ended. It is important to remember that the renewal action will be posted on the TM office's electronic

publication system before a renewal certificate is granted.
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South Korea's Trademark Act Amendment: Shorter Opposition Period and

Increased Punitive Damages

The amendment to the Korean Trademark Act, passed by the National Assembly on December 27, 2024,
was officially promulgated on January 21, 2025, and will take effect on July 22, 2025. The revision focuses
on shortening the trademark opposition period and increasing punitive damages, aiming to enhance
trademark registration efficiency and strengthen trademark protection.

Key Revisions



1. Opposition Period Shortened to 30 Days

Under the current law, the opposition period is two months from the date of trademark publication. The
amendment reduces this period to 30 days, based on the following considerations:

*  Only about 1% of trademark applications currently face opposition;

*  Many applications are filed alongside product launches or for trademarks already in use,
necessitating faster registration;

* A sshorter opposition period will improve registration efficiency.

To balance efficiency and fairness, the amendment retains the "simple notice of opposition +
supplementary materials" mechanism, allowing opponents to submit additional evidence within 30 days after
the opposition period ends. Additionally, domestic applications may be extended by 30 days, while foreign
applicants may extend the period by up to 60 days.

The amendment applies only to trademarks published after its enactment.

2. Punitive Damages Cap Raised to Fivefold

Current law allows trademark owners to claim compensation based on the infringer's profits, the owner's
losses, or reasonable royalty rates. The 2020 amendment introduced punitive damages, capping them at three
times the actual damages for intentional infringement. The new amendment raises this cap to five times the
actual damages, aiming to deter malicious infringement and address the challenges trademark owners face
in proving damages.

The amendment applies only to infringing acts occurring after its enactment.

Legislative Significance

This revision marks a significant step in South Korea's efforts to improve its intellectual property
protection system. By shortening the opposition period, the trademark registration process will become more
efficient, while the increased punitive damages cap will help maintain market order and safeguard the

legitimate rights of trademark owners.
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ARIPO Announced Amendments to Harare Protocol with Significant

Increasing on Official Fees of Patent and Industrial Designs

Introduction

The African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO) is an intergovernmental organization
that facilitates cooperation among its member states in the field of intellectual property (IP). According to
the official website, as of 14 July 2022, ARIPO comprises 22 member states, primarily from English-

speaking Africa, including countries such as Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, and Zimbabwe,


https://www.aripo.org/storage/media/1738433379_ARIPO%20FEES%20FOR%20PATENT.pdf
https://www.aripo.org/storage/media/1738330110_ARIPO%20FEES%20FOR%20INDUSTRIAL%20DESIGNS.pdf

among others. These member states collaborate to harmonize IP laws, streamline registration processes, and
promote the protection of patents, trademarks, industrial designs, and copyrights across the region.

The Harare Protocol, adopted in 1982, is one of ARIPO's key legal instruments. It specifically focuses
on the registration of patents, industrial designs, and utility models. Under this protocol, applicants can file
a single application with ARIPO, which is then examined and, if approved, grants protection in all designated
member states. This system simplifies the process of securing IP rights across multiple jurisdictions, reducing
costs and administrative burdens for inventors and businesses. The Harare Protocol thus plays a crucial role
in fostering innovation and economic development within the ARTPO region.

Amendments

On 31 January 2025, ARIPO announced that the ARIPO Harare Protocol on Patents and Industrial
Designs, including its Implementing Regulations, Forms, and Fees, has been amended. The amendments
shall come into force on 1 March 2025 and shall apply to all existing and new applications.

The amendments include adjustments to the time limits for responding to certain notifications and
introduce a provision allowing patents to proceed to grant with different sets of claims for different member
states. This change is particularly beneficial for applicants facing jurisdiction-specific rejections. ARIPO has
also announced a significant increase in official fees for certain patent and design services, alongside the
introduction of new fee items. Further updates will be provided as additional information becomes available.
For a detailed comparison of current and new fees, please refer to the following links:

ARIPO FEES FOR PATENT.pdf

ARIPO FEES FOR INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS.pdf
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Switzerland Fully Revised Patents Ordinance, Launching Consultation in

April

In March 2024, the Swiss Parliament approved partial amendments to the Patents Act. To ensure the
smooth implementation of the revised act, corresponding implementing provisions in the Patents Ordinance
need to be adjusted accordingly. Taking this opportunity, the Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property
(IPI) intends to comprehensively modernize the current ordinance, which has been in force for 46 years. The
draft of the revised ordinance is expected to enter the public consultation phase at the beginning of April
2025 and to last some three months.

The amendments to the Patents Act approved by the parliament establish an innovative framework for
the Swiss patent system. As a supporting regulation, the draft of the revised Patents Ordinance not only

implements institutional innovations at the legal level but also refines operational norms for the new patent



examination procedure. Key highlights include:
1. Introducing an optional substantive examination mechanism, allowing applicants to
choose whether to initiate a comprehensive technical examination.
2. Establishing a compulsory search system, requiring a search report on the state of the art
for each patent application.
3. Opening a channel for submitting technical documents in English and allowing patent
application documents to be published in English.

It is noteworthy that since the current Patents Ordinance was implemented in 1978, most of its
provisions are still based on legislative concepts from the non-digital era, making it difficult to meet the
practical needs of modern patent systems for electronic document management, digital information storage,
and cross-border collaborative examination. The revision focuses on overcoming obstacles to digital
development, mainly reflected in:

e Building an electronic communication platform with IPI and optimizing the full-cycle
management system for electronic data.

e Reserving interfaces for future digital upgrades to lay the foundation for the construction of
an intelligent examination system.

¢ Aligning provisions with the European Patent Convention and the Trade Mark Protection
Ordinance to enhance the convenience of cross-border applications.

Through systematic institutional optimization, this revision will significantly simplify the patent
application process. Applicants can effectively shorten the patent application cycle by selecting optimized
examination pathways and utilizing electronic tools in the future. The IPI states that this reform will help
Switzerland maintain its competitiveness in the global patent system and provide more efficient intellectual

property protection services for innovation entities.
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From July 1st, Brazil Will Only Accept Electronic PCT Patent Applications

Recently, the Brazilian Intellectual Property Office has issued a notice clearly stating that, starting from
July 1st, 2025, the Office will only accept international patent applications submitted electronically through
the e-PCT system under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). Applicants who still prefer to submit
international applications in paper format will need to directly send their applications to the International

Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).
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Iceland Renewed Service Fees on Patent, Trademark and Designs

A new regulation on service fees for the Icelandic Intellectual Property Office, concerning rights granted
under Act No. 17/1991 on Patents (PA), Act No. 45/1997 on Trademarks (TMA), and Act No. 46/2001 on
Designs (DA), took effect on February 15, 2024.

Following are the newest fees according to the regulation.

Patents
Patent applications

Application fee for a patent application, an international application proceeded

ISK 76.000
with in Iceland, or a request for a review, division, or excision
Additional fee for each patent claim exceeding ten: ISK 4.900
Fee as referred to in Articles 36 and 37 of the PA ISK 64.900
Additional fee for an additional time limit provided to submit the required

ISK 20.500
translation in connection with a patent application proceeded with in Iceland
Handling fee for the processing of a novelty search with an International

ISK 8.900
Searching Authority

12



Annual fees (ISK)

An annual fee which is paid within six months of the due date shall increase by 20%.

1. 13.000 6. 30.000 11. 56.000 16. 85.000
2.13.000 7.35.000 12. 61.000 17.92.000
3.13.000 8.39.000 13. 67.000 18. 98.000
4.24.000 9. 45.000 14. 72.000 19. 105.000
5.27.000 10. 50.000 15.79.000 20. 111.000
Granting of a patent
Publication fee for the first 40 pages of the patent document (description,
ISK 40.000
claims, drawings and abstract)
Additional fee for each page exceeding 40 ISK 1.500
Additional fee for each claim added after the filing of an application ISK 4.900
Fee for reissuing a patent ISK 40.000
Fee for amendment of claims and reissuing a patent ISK 40.000
European Patents
The validation of a European patent, reissuing of a patent or publication of
ISK 43.000
corrected translation
Supplementary Protection Certificate
Application fee ISK 76.000
Fee for extension of supplementary protection certificate ISK 56.200
Annual fee for each fee year commenced of a supplementary protection
certificate (An annual fee paid within six months of the due date shall increase | ISK 111.000
by 20%)
Fee for notification of a waiver from supplementary protection ISK 8.200
Other fees
Fee for request for limitation on the scope of patent protection ISK 40.000
Notice of opposition to a patent ISK 50.000
Services in relation to preliminary scanning of novelty and inventive step of an
ISK 40.000

invention

13




Trademarks, collective marks and guarantee and certification marks

Application or renewal fee, including one class of goods or services

ISK 40.600

Additional fee for each additional class of goods and/or services

ISK 8.900

Fees for designation of Iceland in an application for an international registration of a trademark

or for its renewal are paid to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

mortgaging in the register

A request for alteration according to paragraph 1. or 2 of Art. 24 TMA ISK 10.000
A request for division of an application or registration ISK 29.900
Notification of opposition or a claim that a registration of a mark be annulled

ISK 50.000
or revoked
Search of the trademark registry for a similar mark ISK 8.000

Design

Application fee for each five-year period ISK 24.000
Application fee for each design in excess of one in a multiple registration for

ISK 6.000
each five-year period
Fee for each picture in excess of one ISK 4.900
Examination fee ISK 20.000
Renewal fee for each five-year period ISK 43.000
Renewal fee for each design in excess of one in a multiple registration for each

ISK 14.800
five-year period
Fee for a claim that a registration be revoked ISK 15.000

Miscellaneous provisions

Processing fee for reception and processing of international patent, trademark | ISK 20.300
or design applications
Fee for a request for reinstatement ISK 13.000
Fee for a request for re-establishment of rights to a patent or design ISK 50.000
Fee for a request for entry of information on change of ownership, licences or | ISK 8.200

14




Fee for a request for other entries in the register, such as change of a holder’s | ISK 4.200
name or address, change of a trademark definition, modification of list of goods

and/or services or change regarding the representative

Electronic copy of an application or patent granted, a registered mark or design | ISK 1.500
or other documents from the archiving system

Certified copy of documents as referred to in the last item or the issuance of a | ISK 5.400
priority document

Printouts or photocopies of documentation, each A4 page ISK 400
For services which are not included in the unit prices of this Regulation, such | ISK 8.200
as very extensive searches, observations, processing or computer printouts,

hourly fee shall be paid

Fee for appeal based on the Patent Act, Trademark Act or Design Act ISK 120.000

If a case is revoked before an appeal committee is fully appointed, the case is dismissed by the

appeal committee or it is successful the Ministry shall repay ISK 100.000.

15
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The Republic of Korea Amended the Enforcement Rule of the Design

Protection Act

The Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) has announced the partial amendments to the
Enforcement Rule of the Design Protection Act, effective February 12, 2025. The aim of the amendments is
to ensure accurate identification of the true creator in design applications and to improve the efficiency of
national R&D achievement management.

Amendments

The revised design patent regulations introduce stricter protocols for modifying listed creators to
prevent fraudulent practices. Key changes include:

1. Timing Restrictions: Applicants are prohibited from adding new creators between the registration

16



decision and final registration (post-fee payment). However, corrections are permitted for unchanged creator
identities (e.g., name revisions, typo fixes, or address updates). Additions may only occur before the
registration decision or after final registration.

2. Documentation Requirements: Supporting documents for corrections, previously submitted
post-registration, must now be provided during the examination phase to enhance accuracy.

3. Verification Process: All corrections require a written explanation of the reason for modification
and a confirmation document signed/sealed by both the applicant and affected creators. For example,
correcting creators from A and B to A and C necessitates signatures/seals from the applicant, B (removed
creator), and C (added creator).

4. Effective Date: These rules apply to correction requests submitted on or after February 12, 2025.

Additionally, filing requirements for national R&D design achievements have been simplified.
Unnecessary fields, such as contribution ratios, were removed, and critical notices were added to improve
administrative efficiency.

The full text of this partial amendment can be accessed on the KIPO website (www.kipo.go.kr) or

Korean Law Information Center (www.law.go.kr).
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WIPO Report Reveals the Latest Transportation Patenting Trend

The latest report released by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) indicates that global
technological innovation in the transportation sector is increasingly focusing on greener, futuristic
technologies, such as air taxis, wireless charging systems for electric vehicles, and self-piloting cargo ships,
with China, Japan, the United States, the Republic of Korea, and Germany leading the world in inventive
activities in this field.

The report provides a comprehensive analysis of technological developments and trends in the
transportation industry, drawing on multi-dimensional data sources including patent data, academic literature,
industry news, and CEO statements. It focuses on four major transportation modes—Iland, maritime, aviation,
and aerospace—as well as two key themes: sustainability and digital transformation. Key findings include:

1. Surge in Innovation Scale

* Future of transportation patents have grown 700% over the past 20 years from 15,000 inventions
in 2003 to 120,000 in 2023.

* In 2003, Future of Transportation patents only accounted for 16% of all transportation patents,
now it’s 40%.
2. Slowdown in Traditional Technology R&D

* Since 2018, global patenting growth for legacy technologies has flatlined as innovators shift
toward newer, greener products and processes.
3. Dominance of Land Transportation

* Patent filings are heavily concentrated in land transportation, with the total number of patents
exceeding 3.5 times the combined total for maritime, aviation, and aerospace sectors.

* Since 2000, the land transportation sector has generated 906,000 patents, accounting for 82%
of all identified future transportation technology patents.
4. Significant Disparities Across Sub-Sectors

*  Aviation ranks second, with approximately 132,000 patents filed since 2000.

* Patent activity in aerospace and maritime technologies is relatively limited, with 75,000 and

47,000 patent families recorded, respectively.
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5. Concentration of Regional Innovation
e China, Japan, the United States, the Republic of Korea, and Germany collectively account for
90% of global patents related to future transportation technologies.
* Since 2000, these five countries have generated nearly 1.05 million related patents, forming a
core cluster of technological R&D.
* China has achieved rapid growth due to its dominant position in the electric vehicle market,
while countries with smaller patent bases, such as Sweden, Italy, India, and Canada, have also shown

strong innovation momentum.

20



