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The RMB Standard for the PCT Fees in the International Phase to Be

Implemented from January 1, 2025

According to the Memorandum of Understanding on the Fees Transfer under the Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT) signed between the China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) and the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the CNIPA charges the PCT fees in the international phase
for the International Bureau of WIPO in accordance with the RMB standard published by the WIPO.

1. The RMB standard to be implemented from January 1, 2025

According to the RMB standard for PCT fees in the international phase to be implemented from January
1, 2025, as announced by the WIPO, the CNIPA will charge according to the following standards (in RMB).

(@) the filing fees charged by CNIPA for the International Bureau

Serial Implemented Implemented
eria
Type of fee from January 1, | from January 1,
number
2025 2024

The international application document does
1. 10990 10620
not exceed 30 pages

2. Beyond 30 pages, each page will be charged 120 120

Deductions in the case of electronic submission
3. 1650 1600
(PDF Format)

Deductions in the case of electronic submission
4, 2480 2400
(XML Format)

(b) service charge of 1650 for the International Bureau (the amount was 1600 in 2024)
If the standard needs to be adjusted due to excessive exchange rate fluctuations and other reasons, the
fee schedule will be renewed.
2. Applicable situations
This standard applies to the filing fee for PCT applications filed with the CNIPA with a date of
application receipt on or after January 1, 2025, and the fee for PCT international preliminary examination

with a date of requirement receipt on or after January 1, 2025.



Except for the fees collected on behalf of the International Bureau, the search fees and other fees
charged by the CNIPA remain unchanged, as detailed in the "Patent Fees and Integrated Circuit Layout

Design Fee Standards" published on the website of the CNIPA.
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Update on official industrial property fees in Vietnam for 2025

Return to Normal Fees

According to Notice No. 4090/TB-SHTT, issued on 31 December 2024, by the Intellectual Property
Office of Vietnam, the policy of a 50% reduction in certain Industrial Property (IP) fees will end on 1
January 2025. This concludes six consecutive periods of fee reductions, which were introduced to assist
businesses facing difficulties during the COVID-19 pandemic.

From 1 January 2025, the IP fees will revert to the standard rates stipulated in Circular No.

263/2016/TT-BTC, issued by the Ministry of Finance on 14 November 2016.



Continued Fee Reductions for Online Procedures

The Notice also highlights an ongoing fee reduction for online procedures, effective from 1 January
2024 to 31 December 2025. Under Circular No. 63/2023/TT-BTC, dated 16 October 2023, a 50% fee
reduction applies to fees listed in Item A of said Circular No. 263/2016/TT-BTC for online IP procedures.
This policy aims to encourage the use of online public services and includes:

— Filing of IP applications

— Granting of patents and trademark certificates

— Recordals of IP assignments

— Payment of annuities and renewals for patents and trademark certificates

— Terminations and invalidations for patents and trademark certificates

— Granting of IP attorney certificates

— Publication and registration of IP agents.

Currently, online IP procedures are limited to filing patents, industrial design, and trademark

applications. Other procedures are still under development and will be available for official use in the future.
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Hong Kong Updated on Absolute Grounds for Refusal of Trade Marks

The Trade Marks Registry of IPD HKSDR has made significant updates to the Chapter on the “Absolute
Grounds for refusal” in its Trade Marks Registry Work Manual. It has been revised to elaborate the Registry’s
examination practice in the sections on “Section 11(4)(a) — marks contrary to accepted principles of
morality”, “Section 11(4)(b) — marks that are likely to deceive”, and “Section 11(5)(a) — use prohibited in
Hong Kong by virtue of any law”; besides, various miscellaneous textual amendments are also made.

Key Changes in Examination Practices

1. Section 11(4)(a) — Marks Contrary to Accepted Principles of Moralit

This section has been clarified to emphasize that it addresses principles of morality rather than political
correctness. In addition to marks that may be considered offensive or vulgar, the Registry has added that
marks containing in whole or in part, any sign that consists of any of the following will be refused registration
regardless of their applied for goods or services:

* may be contrary to the interests of national security, sovereignty, unity, reputation or territorial
integrity; public security or order; and personal safety, notably through transmitting, inciting or trivializing
an illegal activity;

* is, either explicitly or by insinuation, associated or connected with an offensive, indecent or
outrageous meaning, conduct or activity, e.g. a sign that incites hatred or otherwise transmits an
insulting/degrading/disparaging message towards a particular race, group, gender, religion, institution or
belief;

¢ is, without authorization, identical to or resemble individual names/emblems/landmarks of
government leadership, authorities or agencies (including those of the Central People’s Government); or

* contains references to or is associated/connected with any well-known tragedy or otherwise
shocking/disturbing event, as likely to be considered amongst a section of the public as offensive through
commercialization.

2. Section 11 (4)(b) — Marks Likely to Deceive

Under this section, in addition to words such as “made/made in/imported from” a geographical place,

the Registry has added that if the mark includes words or characters such as "exported from" a geographical



place even if the area is not famous for the quality of the specified goods and the goods are imported/exported
from or made elsewhere, the mark would be considered deceptive. The Registry has also added that marks
suggesting official approval without any actual endorsement are also classified as deceptive.
3. Section 11(5)(a) — Use Prohibited in Hong Kong by Virtue of Any Law
The Registry has added an example of trade marks which may be objected under this section if the use
of the trade mark constitutes an offence under The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Safeguarding
National Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and/or the Safeguarding National

Security Ordinance (Instrument A305).
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Revised Patent Term Extension System in Korea: Implications for the

Pharmaceutical Industry

Background

Unlike patent systems in other countries, under the previous Korean Patent Act, there was no time limit
from the marketing approval date for patent term extensions for pharmaceutical patents, and there were no
restrictions on the number of patents that could be extended for a single regulatory approval, thereby
allowing extensions of multiple patents — such as compound, use, formulation, and dosage regimen patents

— based on a single drug approval.
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The domestic pharmaceutical industry has expressed concerns that Korea’s patent term extension
system has led to prolonged monopolies by foreign drug developers in the Korean pharmaceutical market,
which, in turn, delayed the introduction of cheaper generic drugs, and as a result, disproportionately favors
those patent holders when compared to systems in other countries, including the United States and Europe.
Critics argue that the delayed market entry of Korean local generics limits public access to affordable
medications and could strain health insurance finances.

Amended Patent Act

On December 27, 2024, in response to these concerns, the National Assembly of Korea passed a revision
to the Patent Act with the following key provisions: (i) the patent term cannot exceed 14 years from the date
of marketing approval, and (ii) only one patent per approval is eligible for extension. The revised Patent Act
is expected to be promulgated as early as January 2025 and will come into effect six months after its
promulgation, likely in July 2025. This revision will apply to patent term extension applications filed after
its effective date.

Lawmakers explained that the purpose of the revision was to address the lack of a cap on patent terms
and the absence of limits on the number of patents eligible for extension, aiming to prevent delays in the
release of generic drugs, and ensure early public access to medications, as well as to align Korea’s system
with international standards, particularly those in the United States and Europe.

Under the revised Patent Act, there is no change to the provision allowing for a maximum five-year
extension, but a new additional cap has been introduced, limiting the total extension to 14 years from the
date of approval, in line with US practice.

Implications

While the full impact of the revised patent term extension system is still uncertain, initial analyses
suggest that it may lead to shorter patent terms for original drugs. Only for the purpose of explanation, there
may be extreme cases where the impact of the new cap could be significant. For instance, when marketing
approval is granted within six years from the international filing date, and the patent term is extended for
about three years in Korea, the revised 14-year cap could result in only about four months of extension,

despite a prior three-year extension (please refer to the following diagram).
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Furthermore, for monopoly drugs where the revenue during the extended patent term exceeds the
revenue during the original term, the consequences could be considerable.

However, 2023 data on the status of effective patent terms for pharmaceuticals from 1999 to 2021 issued
by the Korean Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS) shows that about 82% of pharmaceutical patents
have an effective patent term of under 14 years, suggesting that extensions expire within 14 years from the
approval date. As such, the new 14-year cap may have limited impact in many cases.

Perhaps the most significant change introduced by the revised Patent Act may be the limitation on the
number of patents eligible for extension per product approval. Previously, multiple patents could be extended
based on a single drug approval, for example, the above-mentioned data from MFDS also shows that the
number of patent registrations exceeds the number of approvals by a factor of 1.7, which indicates that
multiple patents may have been registered for a single product. Now, only one patent may be selected for
extension. This is likely to have a notable impact on the strategies of original drug companies, as they may
now need to focus on extending only one patent (substance patent or a secondary patent) to maximize their
patent term. In contrast, generic companies will more easily be able to anticipate when the one extended
patent of the original drug expires and this simplification may reduce the complexity of their market entry
strategies.

Additionally, the revised Patent Act clarifies the starting point for patent term extensions, specifying
that the extended period due to delayed registration (Patent Term Adjustment, PTA) will be clearly defined.
This ensures greater transparency and consistency in calculating patent term extensions based on regulatory
approvals.

The revised Patent Act also introduces provisions for rejecting applications for extension that exceed
the 14-year cap, as well as allowing for invalidation petitions. If multiple patents are submitted for extension

based on a single approval, none will be granted an extension.
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CIPO is Launching Pilot Project on Registrar-Initiated Non-Use Trademark

Expungement Proceeding

Pursuant to the authority under section 45 of the Trademarks Act (the Act), the Canadian Trademarks
Opposition Board (TMOB) is starting a pilot project whereby the Registrar of Trademarks (the Registrar)
will proactively send a limited number of section 45 notices against trademark registrations to help provide
insight into how many registered trademarks are no longer in use, ensuring that the Register of Trademarks
accurately reflects trademarks that are in use, and in association with the goods and services listed in the
registration. This is a priority for the Registrar for efficient use of resources, promoting fair competition and

maintaining the integrity of the trademark system.

Section 45 of the Trademarks Act: Registrar may request evidence of use

(1)After three years beginning on the day on which a trademark is registered, unless the
Registrar sees good reason to the contrary, the Registrar shall, at the written request of any person
who pays the prescribed fee — or may, on his or her own initiative — give notice to the registered
owner of the trademark requiring the registered owner to furnish within three months an affidavit
or a statutory declaration showing, with respect to all the goods or services specified in the
registration or to those that may be specified in the notice, whether the trademark was in use in
Canada at any time during the three-year period immediately preceding the date of the notice
and, if not, the date when it was last so in use and the reason for the absence of such use since
that date.

Effect of non-use

(3)Where, by reason of the evidence furnished to the Registrar or the failure to furnish any
evidence, it appears to the Registrar that a trademark, either with respect to all of the goods or
services specified in the registration or with respect to any of those goods or services, was not
used in Canada at any time during the three year period immediately preceding the date of the
notice and that the absence of use has not been due to special circumstances that excuse the

absence of use, the registration of the trademark is liable to be expunged or amended accordingly.
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Selection of registrations

Beginning in January, the Registrar will issue monthly batches of section 45 notices against randomly
selected registrations, requiring the owners of registered trademarks that have been on the Register for over
three years, to submit evidence of trademark use or, where applicable, justification for non-use based on
special circumstances. Registrations will be selected randomly from the following categories:

1. registrations based on use;

2. registrations based on proposed use for which a declaration of use was filed;

3. registrations based on use and registration abroad;

4, registrations with multiple bases;

5. remaining registrations registered for more than three years.

Changes to the standard proceeding

New tools have been developed and modifications to the standard section 45 proceeding have been
implemented to ensure a more efficient and cost-effective process:

1. Guide to preparing an affidavit or statutory declaration in section 45 proceedings along with a

Sample affidavit for section 45 proceedings to assist owners of registered trademarks (registered

owners) who receive a section 45 notice.

2. Registered owners will be asked to correlate evidence with each of the goods and services to
facilitate efficient processing by the Registrar.

3. In straightforward cases, the Registrar may offer to discontinue the section 45 proceeding on the
basis of the owner’s consent (e.g. where the evidence clearly indicates that the trademark remains
in use).

4. Ataregistered owner’s election, hearings could be scheduled at a mutually convenient time between
the Registrar and the registered owner.

Data on the pilot project

As the Registrar-initiated section 45 proceedings progress, relevant data on the pilot project will be
published. For the purpose of comparison, data related to section 45 proceedings initiated by third parties
will also be published. By presenting both sets of data, the TMOB aims to offer a transparent view of how
the pilot project performs in comparison to the established process.

Phase 2 of the Pilot Project

Once a statistically significant number of proceedings have concluded, the TMOB will organize
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consultations to gather feedback on:

1. whether this pilot project should continue; and if so,

2. whether there are particular types of registrations which should be targeted,;

3. whether section 45 notices should be issued against all or only some of the registered goods and
services; and,

4. whether the Registrar should perform an investigation against a selected registration and only issue
a section 45 notice if the investigation does not show any use of the trademark in Canada.

Data on Registrar-initiated section 45 proceedings

Number of % of registrations Number of Number of
Month notices to be expunged due to proceedings registrations
issued failure to respond discontinued maintained
January 2025 100 N/A N/A N/A
February 2025 50 N/A N/A N/A
March 2025 50 N/A N/A N/A
April 2025 and
TBD N/A N/A N/A
onwards

Note: Starting in early 2025, this table will be updated on a monthly basis.
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Requirement to Submit a Declaration of Actual and Effective Use of the

Mark Concerning International Registrations Designating Mexico

The Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI) requested the information concerning the
requirement to submit a declaration of actual and effective use of a mark that is the subject of an international
registration for which Mexico has been designated be made available to users of the Madrid System.

The information reads as follows:

Holders of international registrations for which protection has been extended to Mexico
must submit a declaration of actual and effective use of the mark. This declaration must be
submitted directly to IMPI in the official form specified in the regulations in force, upon
payment of a fee for each class for which protection has been granted in Mexico:

(a)within three months, following three calendar years from the date on which protection
to the mark was granted in Mexico, provided that the national registration certificate is issued
by IMPI after August 10, 2018; such date, identified as the DATE OF GRANT, can be
consulted in the following IMPI electronic platform, based on the national file number or

national registration number: acervomarcas.impi.gob.mx;

(b)within three months from the publication in the WIPO Gazette of the renewal of the

international registration effected by the International Bureau of WIPO, provided that the
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grant of protection in Mexico has been in effect for at least three years.

Under case (a), above, if the holder fails to declare actual and effective use of the mark,
the registration will lapse by operation of law, without requiring a declaration by IMPI.

Under case (b), above, if the holder fails to declare actual and effective use of the mark,
IMPI will require the holder to correct this omission within two months. In case the holder
fails to meet this requirement within the given time limit, the registration will lapse by
operation of law, without requiring a declaration by IMPI. The requirement will be published
electronically in the IMPI Industrial Property Gazette, which can be consulted at

siga.impi.gob.mx based on the national file number or national registration number.”

Where the declarations of use specified above have not been submitted, resulting in the lapse of the
international registrations, IMPI will notify the International Bureau of WIPO of the invalidation of the
effects of the corresponding international registrations, pursuant to Rule 19 of the Regulations under the
Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks.

Users of the Madrid System may also contact IMPI for further information on this requirement.
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The CNIPA-INPI (Brazil) Patent Prosecution Highway Pilot Program

Extended

Recently, the China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) and the National Institute
of Industrial Property of Brazil (INPI) jointly decided to extend the PPH pilot program between China and
Brazil from January 1, 2025, with the relevant requirements and procedures for submitting PPH requests to

both offices remain the same. For detailed information, please refer to the Guidelines on the New PPH

Program between CNIPA and INPI (Brazil).

According to the information released by INPI, its PPH program entered a new phase on January 1,
2025, and the total number of PPH applications received from all its PPH partner offices was increased to
3,200 per year, not exceeding 800 per quarter; and the total number of PPH applications received under the
same Section of the International Patent Classification (IPC) was raised to 1,000 per year; besides, the
restriction that each applicant can only submit one application per week was removed. In the first quarter of
2025, INPI will not receive PPH applications from IPC number HO4 and will reassess and identify the

technical areas to be received every quarter.
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The PPH program is a fast-track patent examination channel between different countries or regions,
speeding up the patent examination process through work sharing between patent examination authorities.
Since the launch of the first PPH pilot program in November 2011, up to 33 national/regional patent

examination institutes have established PPH cooperation with the CNIPA, covering 84 countries.
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The Individual Designation Fee Under Hague Agreement Concerning

Republic of Moldova is Reducing

In accordance with Rule 28(2)(d) of the Regulations Under the Geneva Act (1999) of the Hague
Agreement, the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) has established
the following new amounts, in Swiss francs, of the individual designation fee which must be paid in
connection with an international application in which the Republic of Moldova is designated, and in

connection with the renewal of an international registration designating the Republic of Moldova:

. . . Current Amounts New Amounts
Individual Designation Fee ] ] i ]
(in Swiss francs) (in Swiss francs)
for the first design 73 65
International
Application
for each additional design 7 7
for the first design 105 93
Renewal
for each additional design 10 9

This change will take effect on March 1, 2025.

January 15, 2025
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BRIPC Pilot Program for Accelerated Patent Examination is Launching

Today

Recently, China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) announced that to implement
the outcomes of the Third High-Level Conference on Belt and Road IP Cooperation (BRIPC), a pilot
program for accelerated patent examination under the BRIPC will commence on January 20, 2025, and will
run for two years, ending on January 19, 2027. Upon the launch of the pilot program, eligible applicants
from participating countries can submit requests for accelerated examination to CNIPA in accordance with
the " Procedures to File a Request to the CNIPA under the BRIPC Pilot Program for Accelerated Patent
Examination."

Under the BRIPC Pilot Program, the total number of applications to be accepted by CNIPA will be
limited to 1000 per year, the maximum number of applications from each participating office will be limited
to 100 per year. After the expiration of this two-year period, an evaluation will be conducted to determine
whether the pilot program should be extended.

The BRIPC Pilot Program aims to provide faster examination of patent applications in China for eligible
applicants from countries participating in the Belt and Road Initiative. According to the "Letter of Intent for
Cooperation on the BRIPC Pilot Program for Accelerated Patent Examination between the CNIPA and the
TURKPATENT," the Turkish Patent and Trademark Office (TURKPATENT) will be the first to participate

in this program. Moving forward, CNIPA will deepen cooperation with patent examination authorities from
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more countries involved in the Belt and Road Initiative in the field of patent examination, injecting more

intellectual property power into the high-quality development of the Belt and Road Initiative.
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Changes in the Amount of Eurasian Fees

Due to inflation and exchange rate volatility, certain fees for Eurasian applications and patents for
inventions have been indexed and will take effect as of February 1, 2025, including fees for filing
applications, conducting examinations, amending, and modifying documents, filing appeals, extending
missed time limits, restoring rights, etc.

Applicants from the EAPO Member States are granted reduced tariffs: state universities and educational
organizations shall pay 30% of the total amount of fees; natural persons shall pay 10% of the total amount
of fees. Legal entities receive a 10% discount when paying fees.

Main fees are shown in the table below. To find out more about the new fees, please refer to the link:

statute-of-fees-izobreteniya-2025-eng-final.pdf.

Items Amount (Rubles)

Filing a Eurasian Application

unitary procedural fee for filing a Eurasian application 60,000
fee for each claim in excess of the fifth 6,500

fee for each claim in excess of the twentieth claim 7,000
fee for each claim in excess of the fiftieth claim 7,500

Substantive examination of a Eurasian application

in relation to one invention 60,000
for second independent claim of a group of inventions 35,000
for each subsequent independent claim following the second 20.000
independent claim of a group of inventions ’
File a request for conversion a Eurasian application into a national 10.000
patent application ’
Grant of a Eurasian Patent
grant of a Eurasian patent and its publication 40,000
for patent document containing more than 35 sheets, including the
claims, description, drawings, and other elements, as well as the 300
abstract, an additional publication fee shall be paid for the 36th and
each subsequent sheet
for late payment of a fee for the granting a Eurasian patent 10,000
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Saudi Arabia is Becoming the 82nd Contracting Party of Hague Agreement
On January 7, 2025, the Government of Saudi Arabia deposited with the Director General of the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) its instrument of accession to the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs (“Geneva Act”).
The instrument of accession was accompanied by the following declarations under the Geneva Act and
the Regulations Under the Geneva Act (1999) of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International

Registration of Industrial Designs (“Regulations™):

1. the declaration referred to in Article 11(1)(b) of the Geneva Act, that the law of Saudi Arabia does not
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provide for the deferment of the publication of an industrial design;

2. the declaration referred to in Article 13(1) of the Geneva Act, that, in accordance with the law of Saudi
Arabia, an international application may only contain one independent and distinct industrial design;
3. the declaration referred to in Article 16(2) of the Geneva Act, whereby the recording of a change in
ownership of an international registration in the International Register shall not have effect in Saudi Arabia
until the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) has received the documents supporting the change
in ownership;

4. the declaration as required under Article 17(3)(c) of the Geneva Act, specifying that the maximum
duration of protection provided for by the law of Saudi Arabia in respect of industrial designs is 15
years;

5. the declaration referred to in Rule 12(1)(c)(i) of the Regulations, specifying that level two of the standard
designation fee applies; and

6. the declaration referred to in Rule 18(1)(b) of the Regulations, whereby the prescribed period of six months

for notifying a refusal of the effects of an international registration is replaced by a period of 12 months.

In accordance with Article 28(3)(b) of the Geneva Act, the Geneva Act and the declarations will enter
into force with respect to Saudi Arabia on April 7, 2025. The accession by Saudi Arabia to the Geneva
Act brings the number of Contracting Parties to this Act to 76 and the total number of Contracting Parties to
the Hague Agreement to 82.

A list of the Contracting Parties to the Hague Agreement is available at: https://en.we-

ipr.com/Resources/116.
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BEZER, BESRSERN.
Attention! 2025 WIPO Global Awards are Open, Take A Look at Application

Details

B About the awards

Every year the WIPO Global Awards celebrate small businesses, startups, and university spinouts —
from tech to fashion, media, music, design, agriculture, or any other industry — that leverage intellectual
property (IP) to create value:

- Transforming research and ideas into successful commercial ventures
- Achieving business growth through IP-driven strategies
- Developing innovations that contribute to the UN SDGs.

Whether you protect your brand with trademarks, hold patents on inventions or copyright your creative
works, this is your chance to be recognized on a global stage. The competition — free of charge — is open to
companies from around the world and from all industries.

For the 2025 edition, Special Mentions to recognize and reward the best woman and youth entrepreneur
0f 2025 are introduced. The aim is to celebrate their successes and inspire more women and youth to pursue
entrepreneurial paths.

The recipients of these Special Mentions will be selected from among the CEOs/founders of the winning
companies by the WIPO Global Awards Selection Committee based on the same indicators established for
the contest.

B Benefits for winners
a. Travel to Geneva to attend the Awards Ceremony and special events (funded in accordance with

WIPQO’s rules);
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b. A WIPO Trophy specifically designed for this Program;

c. Customized IP mentorship opportunities (considering, on a case-by-case basis, the business
background, and specific needs of the winners).

d. Be offered promotion, visibility and recognition through an Awards ceremony, special WIPO Awards
webpage, WIPO media, and other external IP related media.

B Awards Schedule

Application
period

Shortlisting of

Awards Ceremony
Finalists

Selection of in Geneva

Winners

(January 15 to
March 31)

(second week of
May)

(second week of

(end of May) July)

B Eligibility

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

1. It is a registered business entity. Proof of registration is required.

2. Tt has no more than 300 employees and up to 15 US$ millions of total annual sales.

3. It is a holder of at least one registered IP right.

4. It is exporting its products or services to at least one country.

Startups

1. The startup is a registered business entity with a legal existence of no more than three years. Proof
of registration is required.

2. It has no more than 50 employees.

3. The startup has an innovative product or service associated with IP rights.

4. The startup has submitted at least one application for the registration of one IP right and/or is the
holder of at least one registered IP right.

5. The startup is affiliated with a business support organization, such as an incubator, an accelerator, or
a similar entity. Proof of affiliation is required.

6. The startup has affirmed its engagement with at least one commercial customer, and/or has completed
a business sale, and/or secured one investor.
B Submission Process

1. Only one entry per Participant is permitted. Participants may submit their entry in only one of the
two categories eligible for the Awards Program (that is, SMEs or startups).

2. All entries to the Awards Program must be submitted in one of the six UN official languages (Arabic,
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Chinese, English, French, Russian or Spanish) or in Japanese via the online application form available at:

https://global-awards.wipo.int/.

3. In this form, participants will be requested, in particular, to provide information about how they are
using IP rights to commercialize their product/services at the regional or international level, and to describe
its potential/existing contribution to economic, social or cultural development. In the case of startups,
participants will be requested to elaborate on their I[P commercialization plans.

4. WIPO reserves the right in its sole discretion to disqualify any submission which does not comply
with the present Rules or which, in its opinion, has been entered fraudulently, in an abusive manner, or which
may be contrary to the reputation or good name of WIPO.

5. WIPO is committed to ensuring the highest level of protection of personal data. All Participants’
personal information will be used by WIPO under its Privacy Policy available at:

https://www.wipo.int/tools/en/privacy policy.html.

B Evaluation criteria

Applicable to SMEs

a) Understanding and ability to use IP rights (or a combination of such rights) to protect, manage, and
commercialize IP assets, as well as other intangible assets such as data, to achieve business and/or corporate
objectives.

b) Existing positive contribution to up to three Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). For more
information about the 17 SDGs, visit _this page.

Applicable to startups

a) Business pitch, on areas such as business feasibility, unique value proposition, and scalability and
vision for job growth.

b) Demonstrate the potential to use IP rights and/or existing use of IP rights (or a combination of such
rights) to protect, manage, and commercialize IP assets, as well as other intangible assets such as data, to
achieve business and/or corporate objectives.

¢) Existing and/or potential positive contribution to up to three Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
For more information about the 17 SDGs, visit_this page.

For more information, see Rules.
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