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Guidance on Patent Application for Invention in South Korea

l. Overview

—[ Administration ]—[ Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) J

. o ( Direct Application: No time limit
No prior applicatio PCT route: 31 months from international filing
— % date
Application
submission ( Paris Convention: Within 12 months from the
priority date
With prior application  pCT route: Within 31 months from the priority
\_ date
South Korea )
Official
language \ Korean ]
CEEEEE— ( p
Examination formal examination, substantive examination
| — \_ J
( Duration of }
examination 2 - 4 years on average
procedure N y
. o ) - N
Criteria for novelty, inventive step, practical applicabilit
patentability Y, P.P PP y
N——— \. J

I1. Application Documents Requested

a copy of the Priority a scanned copy of the Power
Document of Attorney
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https://www.kipo.go.kr/ko/MainApp.do
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I11. Application Process

application publication announcement
formal substantive certificate
examination examination issurance

IV. Validity Term

& N

A patent in South Korea is valid for twenty years from the filing date.

The annuities for the first three years should be paid simultaneously with the grant fee.

The maintenance fees for the fourth and subsequent years must be paid annually before

the anniversary of the original grant date.
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