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Guidance on Patent Application for Invention in Hong Kong (China) 

I. Overview

 

II. Application Documents Requested 

 

Hong Kong

Administration
Intellectual Property Department of Hong 

Kong Special Administrative Region of the 
People's Republic of China 

Application 
submission

Direct Application: No time limit

Paris Convention: Within 12 months 
from the priority date

Official 
language

English, Chinese

Examination formal examination + substantive examination

Duration of 
examination 
procedure

four years on average

Criteria for 
patentability

novelty, inventive step, practical applicability

a request to grant a patent;

applicant's and inventor's details;

a description of the invention, the set of claims, abstract, the figure accompanying the 
abstract;

drawings, if any;

priority data, if the priority is claimed.

No prior application 

With prior application 

https://www.ipd.gov.hk/en/home/index.html
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III. Application Process 

 

 

 

 

IV. Validity Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Standard Patent Applications (Original Patents) are granted upon successful completion of 

the substantive examination and valid for 20 years as of the filing date. 

➢ The first renewal fee is payable 3 years from the anniversary of the filing date first occurring 

after the grant of the Hong Kong patent, and subsequent renewal fees are payable annually 

thereafter throughout the patent term. 
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